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December 31, 2017    Isaiah 30:15–17 (NIV84) 

 

15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says:  

         “In repentance and rest is your salvation,  in quietness and trust is your strength,  

          but you would have none of it.  

16 You said, ‘No, we will flee on horses.’  Therefore you will flee!  

         You said, ‘We will ride off on swift horses.’  Therefore your pursuers will be swift!  

17 A thousand will flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you will all flee away,  

         till you are left like a flagstaff on a mountaintop, like a banner on a hill.” 

 

There are certain times in life where people reach what is known as a crossroad.  You must either go one way or 

another. I remember in high school being at a crossroad of my own.  I didn’t like the path I was on.  It scared 

me.  I knew better.  So a part of my entering into college to study for the ministry was a self preserving one.  I 

didn’t want to end up in hell.  Studying the Bible on a regular basis and proclaiming the Word would be a good 

way for me to stay in the Word myself.   

 

When the New Year comes around, we think in terms of a crossroad.  Another year has passed and an new one 

is coming.  What are we going to try and change?   As a pastor I would like to spend more time in prayer, visit 

more of our members, do more outreach. From a personal perspective, I’m sure there are some things that you 

would like changed as well.  We tend to think in terms of what we will do or not do differently.   

 

Ironically, in this text, as the Israelites faced a crossroad, God didn’t really want the kingdoms of Judah and 

Israel to “do” anything.  He wanted them just to “rest.”  Why was that?  What can we learn from this little gem 

of the Word tonight as we turn the page on another year?  Let’s find out.   

 

A New Year’s Resolution for 2018:  Do Nothing 

 

First of all let’s set the stage for what was going on in Israel at the time.  At this stage in its history, Israel was at 

a crossroad.  They needed to either turn either toward its God or its ruin.   

 1.  It was a time of outward prosperity in Israel.   

The two kingdoms of Israel (north and south) attained their greatest extent and power, becoming as large, 

during the middle portion of Uzziah’s reign, as in the time of David and Solomon.   

 2.  It was a time of apostasy and moral corruption. 

The people became unbelievers, thoroughly slighting the Temple and its worship of God.  Morally Jerusalem 

had become another Sodom.  The people together with their priests had fallen into complete ignorance of the 

Word of God.  All fear of God seemed to have departed from Judah.  The piety of King Jotham and Uzziah had 

not been able to restore it.  Then 20 year old Ahaz came to the throne, the most godless of all the kings of 

Judah.  Introducing idolatry of every kind, especially the worship of Baal and Moloch, he shut the doors of the 

temple.  He practiced human sacrifice.  Jerusalem in effect became a heathen city. 

 3.  It was the time when God announced he would reject the royal house of David and the kingdom of 

Judah.  Judgment would come from the Assyrians first in 722 B.C., and then the Babylonians in 586 B.C.  

(Remember that we count backwards in the B.C., so that Assyrian captivity was first.)    
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Israel was really quite a small country - no bigger than maybe ⅔ of the state of Michigan.  They had a very 

fertile piece of land running right through the middle of their country, but they were susceptible from the north 

and the south.  They were also at a crossroads between Egypt and Assyria.  The fact that they had their own 

country in the midst of these super powers was an amazing thing in and of itself.  Egypt was probably afraid to 

attack them because of what God had done to them through the Exodus, but the other super powers were not.   

 

Inevitably, it happened.  The Assyrians came attacking, and God allowed it to happen because of their sins. 

There was nothing the Israelites could do about it.  When they were plowing through the North and taking their 

rich people captive, all God wanted for the Israelites was for them to repent of their ways.  So he sent Isaiah to 

call them and especially the South to repentance.   

 

The temptation for the kingdom of Judah was to turn to the Egyptians - the super power to the south west - to 

fight for them against the powers from the east.  They wanted to rely on alliances with other nations to fight 

their battles for them.  Fight fire with fire.  Trust in politics.   

 

Isaiah’s message was simple.  15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In 

repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength.   You could say that God was 

basically saying, “Stop trying to solve all of your problems yourself, and when you show some humility and 

sorrow over what you’ve done, then I’ll be more than glad to come in and save you.  Just shut your mouth and 

turn back to me, and I’ll save you.”  He went on to say,   

A thousand will flee at the threat of one;  

 at the threat of five you will all flee away,  

God was saying to the Israelites, “I don’t care how many people you have or how many you get to join you.  I 

could rout them with one if I wanted to.”  

 

This is kind of interesting, if you think about it from a historical perspective.  Throughout the history of the 

Israelites the LORD had done just that FOR the Israelites when He was fighting for them.  Samson killed a 

thousand men with the jawbone of a donkey.  Jonathan and his armor bearer caused an entire army to flee in 

fear.  Gideon conquered the Midianites with just some torches and jars and trumpets and only three hundred 

men.  Time and again we read of how God caused a panic among the enemy soldiers or had them turn on 

themselves.   But now, God was saying that He was going to work against them in the same way if they didn’t 

repent and change their ways.  It didn’t matter how many Egyptians or chariots were on their side.  God could 

rout them all if He wanted, with just one man, just as He did with Moses and the Red Sea.  

 

I think about this when it comes to American politics and how we face the new year.   We stress over same sex 

marriage.  We try to ally ourselves with the right allies and proponents on Facebook and the Internet.  We worry 

about what agenda will be pushed next.  We fret over what freedoms we will lose.  We think of the possible war 

with North Korea or perhaps Iran.  We voice our opinions in hopes that we will sway our fellow Americans to 

believe like we do.  Our tendency is to think, “If only we get the right person in office, then we will be safe.  If 

only we pass this next law, then our country will thrive.  If only we could get prayer back in school, then the 

country would be back on the right track again.”  We could have every right and just law in the world on the 

books, but if the people don’t repent those rules will neither be practiced nor enforced.  Even if the right rules 

were enforced, it doesn’t mean that any more people would be saved as a result.  We dare not trust in any 

politician or any law to save our country.    
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Instead of worrying about what bad might happen to America in the new year, perhaps we should just pray that 

more people would repent no matter what happens.  God had to allow the Assyrians to come in and devastate 

the North in order to try and wake up the people that remained in Israel and get them to repent.  Might it be a 

blessing if 2018 brought more curses on our country, as long as it led some more to stop being comfortable in 

their sins and start repenting?   

 

The sad fact of the Israelites was that they didn’t want God to save them.  They didn’t want to repent.  They 

didn’t want God to do the work.  You said, ‘No, we will flee on horses.’ Therefore you will flee! You said, 

‘We will ride off on swift horses.’ Therefore your pursuers will be swift!   It is such a sad thing to see how 

this played out years later.  When the Southern Kingdom was being threatened by the Babylonians to captivity, 

God told them to go into captivity.  But some of their leaders didn’t want to.  So they went to Jeremiah to ask 

him what they should do.  Here is what Jeremiah said,  

11 Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now fear, declares the LORD, for I am with 

you and will save you and deliver you from his hands. 12 I will show you compassion so that he 

will have compassion on you and restore you to your land.’ 13 “However, if you say, ‘No, we will 

go and live in Egypt . . .then the sword you fear will overtake you there, and the famine you dread 

will follow you into Egypt, and there you will die.  

You’ll never guess what the Israelites decided to do.  That’s right, they ignored Jeremiah and went anyway.  

Everything that God threatened them not to do, they did anyway.  So Isaiah’s prophecy turned out for the 

Israelites exactly like he warned it would.  They ended up all alone and abandoned, like a banner all alone on 

top of a hill, with nobody left to defend it or the country it stood for.  The banner of God was gone from Israel, 

because the people didn’t want to rely on their God.  You see the same banner flying in Sweden, Germany, and 

across Europe.  Even though their state religion is Lutheran, the people are far from Christian.  Why?  Because 

there is no repentance and faith.  European culture is all about business, politics, music and the arts.  The same 

is happening with Christianity, as more and more try to ally with this group and that in an effort to seem 

“cultural” and “relevant”, any vestiges of repentance and faith are being abandoned.  At the top of the hill there 

is no longer a cross, but an empty flag of a generic love, instead of what once was full of law and gospel and 

Jesus.   

 

The sad thing is that was all so easy.  God told them to rest and let Him do the work.  Call me lazy, but when 

someone tells me to “rest,” I don’t mind that at all.  Resting sounds good to me.  I like it. I’m not dying to clean 

bathrooms or do dishes when I get home.  Why on earth would these Israelites refuse to rest when God 

commanded them to?  Well, a part of that was the first part of the command, to “repent.”  They also needed to 

stop worshiping their other gods, the ones that promoted and sanctified sexual immorality.  They also wanted 

the pride of knowing that they had a part in saving themselves.  They would have had to confess their sins and 

admit to God their faults, and they were too proud for that as well.  Maybe they felt odd or strange to stand out 

so much from the surrounding countries with only having ONE God and ONE place of worship, with their 

ceremonial rites and their sacrifices and their ways of keeping clean.  Ultimately, it doesn’t matter how 

reasonable or unreasonable their reason was, it was wrong.   

 

You could ask the same of so many Christians, right?  What is so hard about coming here on a Sunday morning 

and hearing about a God who took on flesh to obey the law in your place and die on the cross for you?  What is 

so difficult about seeing the baptismal font and being reminded of how you were adopted into God’s family and 
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bathed in His blood?  What is so painful getting on your knees and having Jesus’ body and blood given to you 

for the forgiveness of your sins?  Aren’t these given to us as the most comforting things in heaven and earth?  

Yet somehow people can find every excuse in the book not to make it here and get this wonderful rest.  They 

make themselves too busy with entertainment and sports and work.  Time and effort is put into the next hunt, 

the next game, then next home project.   

 

Others demand that they take a part in their salvation.  They make it more difficult than it is.  They have to pray 

for it.  They have to knock on doors for it.  They have to give offerings and tithes for it.   

 

Still others just don’t feel they need the God of grace.  They are good enough the way they are.  God will have 

to accept them as is.   

 

God says, “NO!  You can’t save yourself.  You can’t be saved as yourself.  You need my Son’s death.  You 

need my Son’s life.  You need your baptism.   Trust me in this.”   Instead, we wear ourselves out looking for 

meaning in all of these different things, and we find absolutely no peace at all in the end.  Listen  again to what 

God says. “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, Here is a 

wonderful God who gives me complete salvation in Jesus.  Here He is, dying for me, rising from the dead for 

me, giving me Himself, praying for me. We will face many trials and difficulties this year.  The culture wars 

will continue.  Temptations will be there.  Sin and danger and death will continue to face us in 2018.  But this 

God of grace still is here to save us.  He who conquered sin and death with a cross can still conquer sin and 

death with water and wine and bread.  The Holy Spirit puts His finger on your lips, to shush your worries and 

your fears.  He points you to your powerful and gracious God and says, “Listen.  See.  Believe.”   

 

Lots of people are going to make lots of resolutions to start out the New Year.  “I’m going to lose weight.  I’m 

going to pray more.  I’m going to get in shape.  I’m going to spend more time with my family.  I’m going to 

give more.”  Tonight, instead of making another resolution to do more, why not make a resolution to do nothing 

but to find more rest in Jesus?   He would give you so much more peace in the New Year and into eternity.   

Amen.  


